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at the same time we want money for our own domestic needs
at home, which have been too long starved and neglected
owing to the demands on the taxpayer for military purposes
abroad. How are these desirable things to be secured if in
time of peace our armaments are maintained on a war
footing?"21 In the course of the next three years, the
English made many proposals for reducing naval expendi-
ture and thereby lessening the growing friction with Ger-
many. It was proposed that the subject should be discussed
at the Hague Peace CQnference^Hh&LSir John Fisher
should have a talk with Admiral Tirpitz; or that there
should be a mutual inspection of shipyards and

of naval programs/^ It was informally intimated tEat>
"Tt Germany was uneasy at England's "insurance policy" of
with "Era.npP! ^^r^Russia, the best way to

_dissipate this uneasiness and revive the fngngj^ cordial
Anglo-German relations would be for .Germany to retard
her naval program, or come to~some

German

But England could never get a satisfactory answer from
Germany to any of these proposals. Being made after Sir
John Fisher had so greatly strengthened the Home Fleet in
the North Sea and begun to build Dreadnoughts, these pro-
posals looked to the German mind like an intimation from
the Supreme Naval Power that it desired naval competition
to cease at the moment of its own greatest preponderance.
Coinciding also with Lord Haldane's organization of the
21 The London Times, Dec. 22, 1905; of. also Spender, Life of Sir
Henry Campbell-Bannerman, II, 208, 327-332.
22 GJ?., XXIII, 25-253 passim; cf. also Campbell-Bannerman's cor-
dial and conciliatory article, "The Hague Conference and the Limita
tiou of Armaments'', in the first number of the London Nation, Mar. 2,
1907; Campbell-Bannerman's views, however, were severely criticized in
the Paris Temps of March 4; the French, at bottom, had no more sym-
pathy with disarmament proposals than the Germans.
23 Q.P., XXIII, 39 ff., 52.                   24 G.P., XXIV, 99 ff.